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INTRODUCTION  
Goal of School Counselors in  

Wisconsin  

Wisconsin has a long history of providing 

comprehensive school counseling  

programs (CSCPs) in schools, and state 

school counseling leaders have been at 

the forefront of advocating for delivery 

systems that promote student academic, 

career and personal -social growth 

(Wisconsin Department of Public  

Instruction [WDPI], 1986, 1997). State law  

mandates Wisconsin schools to provide 

students with access to school counseling 

programs that are required to provide 

specific assistance in educational,  

vocational, career, post -secondary  

planning, and personal and social  

information. In the intervening years, The 

Wisconsin Developmental Guidance 

Model (WDGM) was revised, and more 

recently The Wisconsin Comprehensive 

School Counseling Model (WCSCP; Spear, 

Dahir, & White, 2007), emerged as a  

significant revision of the WDGM and was 

organized based on the American School 

Counselor Association (ASCA) National 

Model for School Counseling (ASCA, 

2005). 

Research examining the benefits of 

CSCPs has indicated that more fully  

implemented programs have been  

associated with positive academic  

success and school behaviors among  

students (Carey & Harrington, 2010).  

Despite these positive outcomes for  

students, there is little information on  

the level of implementation of CSCPs or 

the systematic evaluation of the effect of  

CSCPs on student outcomes within states. 

A number of school counseling  

researchers have called for such  

systematic evaluation efforts, although 

few projects have emerged (e.g.,  

Borders & Drury, 1992; Dimmirr, Carey, 

& Hatch, 2007; Whiston & Quinby, 2009).  

Purpose of Study  

To date, no state-wide evaluation efforts 

have emerged to determine whether 

comprehensive school counseling  

programs (CSCPs) in Wisconsin are  

related to important student outcomes. 

The current study was conducted to  

establish a state-wide baseline for the 

level of implementation of CSCPs in  

Wisconsin high schools, and to evaluate 

the relationship between CSCPs and  

important achievement -related and  

academic achievement indicators of  

student success. 

Study Questions  

1. How do professional school  

counselors in Wisconsin spend their 

time? 

2. At what level of implementation have 

CSCPs been established in  

Wisconsin? 

3. Are CSCP components related to  

academic achievement and other 

achievement -related behaviors?  

4. Are there differences in outcomes  

between more fully developed and 

less fully developed CSCP programs?  



 

  

In February 2009, school counselors attending the Wisconsin School Counselor  

Association annual conference received invitation notices. In addition, invitation  

letters to participate in the evaluation study were sent to all public high school  

counselors in the state of Wisconsin. A total of 161 school counselors from 119  

public high schools in Wisconsin were represented in this study. Participants had an 

average of 13.56 years of experience as school counselors, and 8.52 years of  

experience in their current position. Of the 119 schools represented, the average  

number of school counselors in each school was 2.9, and the average school counselor 

to student ratio was 318.5 to 1.0. Each participant was asked to complete the Survey of 

Comprehensive School Counseling Programs (SCSCP) (Lapan, Gysbers, & Kayson, 

2007) through an on -line survey system. Student outcome data, including both  

achievement and achievement -related data, was collected from Wisconsin Information 

Network for Successful Schools (WINSS). School demographic data was also collected 

from WINSS. 

 

Achievement -Related Data : behaviors that promote student achievement (e.g.,  

truancy, suspension, attendance)  

Achievement Data : factors that show how well students are performing in school (e.g., 

WKCE scores, graduation rates, retention rates)  

METHOD  


